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When conventional job search methods are not working or bore you to death, try semi-unorthodox or
even ridiculous ways to land a job. Seriously: a little creativity in your job search can pay off. Take a look
at these five approaches, in order of escalating (but still valid!) absurdity.
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5. Enlightened self-interest. Be charitable in a strategic manner--not the most unusual tactic, but
underused, in my opinion. One young man looking for work had a charitable heart and began to
volunteer weekly at a local agency during his job search. He scoped out the LinkedIn profile of the
head of the agency, and the agency head's LI premium account status immediately ratted out the
volunteer.

The head of the agency was pleased to see on the volunteer's LI profile that he was a dedicated
contributor, noting also that he had a background in accounting. The agency happened to have a
vacancy in accounting. You can do the math from there.

Wives and husbands of CEOs and top-of-the-house executives buy tables at charitable events with
corporate funding and need to fill the seats because the CEOs and top-of-the-house kahunas are too
busy with their Knicks, Jets, and Giants season tickets (also purchased with corporate funds) to
attend the ballet gala. Volunteer and eat really well. In today's world of social media, it's not hard to
connect the dots of who is involved with what charity. Either choose your targets by charities that
appeal to you, or call the Hilton and ask who their top 25 fundraising clients are year-in and year-out.
Then let your social media fingers do the walking.
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4. Fly in under the radar. You'll be surprised how many job seekers won't budge on their salary and
title demands. That sometimes reads to me as arrogance or insecurity frosted over with arrogance. If
you have picked a company you are dying to work for, get in there any way you can and work your way
up.

To some this smacks of indignity. But taking a $20K pay cut doesn't smack your bank account as much
as spending a year out of work. People who are confident in their ability to contribute know they won't
stay down for long. Access to opportunities in most organizations favor those inside the citadel over
those staring across the citadel's shark-infested moat, waving a resume with an obscene price tag.
Don't fly in too low--you'll be accused of sandbagging, and it will be far too easy for people to spot you
as overqualified and underemployed. Be nimble and agile, and swoop in ahead of those sitting at home
eating bonbons and feeding the Monster while the spouse loses patience.
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3. Read the Obituaries. The other day, a colleague came in and told me a sad tale of a dear friend and
associate who passed away suddenly and unexpectedly about ten years ago. She was asked to step
into the decedent's position, which was a promotion, and she wound up serving a great cause with a
fulfilling job for a long time.

She left my office teary-eyed, and left me wondering how I could retell her sad story funny-side-up for
this piece. I'm not sure I can, but people do die every day and leave behind unfinished work. Before
2008, when every apartment building in New York City emptied by half, New Yorkers used to check the
obits to find available apartments. That was funny enough for Woody Allen to turn it into a bit in Annie
Hall. So read the column of death, check the deceased's LinkedIn profile, and drop your resume into
the lap of the grieving firm's hiring manager (by mere coincidence of course) that closely maps the
decedent's job profile. 
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2. Street Theater. There is always the legend of the guy who dressed up in his best suit, carried an
impressive attaché case, and stood on street corners handing out resumes. Before long somebody
recognized his work ethic and "can do" attitude and hired him for a six-figure position.

It's worth a try. You own the wardrobe from your last job. If you've been out of work for a while, the suit
might feel better than the sweatpants you've been living in 24/7. If you live in the Big Apple, your
Barney's motif will be a welcome relief for New Yorkers who have grown weary of looking at the Naked
Cowboy. Dress to the nines and invoke the logic of the New York Lottery: "Hey, you never know." 
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1. Be Naked. The Marx Brothers were trying to up their careers by landing a movie contract with MGM
mega-producer Irving Thalberg. Thalberg kept them waiting for hours in his palatial Culver City office
until the producer returned to find the four brothers sitting naked in front of his fireplace roasting
potatoes on wire coat hangers.

Thalberg, who could have breathed fire and roasted them, instead enjoyed the fact that the Marx
Brothers weren't afraid of him. He joined them in eating the potatoes and shared that he needed to
have more fun in his life. And so the Thalberg/Marx Brothers era began at MGM.

You don't need wire coat hangers to be a good hang. Be the person who organizes fun for your
colleagues at the company you just left or the company where you want to land, and opportunities will
come your way.

Thanks to Jane Weiland and Harold "Hal" Flantzer, phenomenal career coaches with Partners in
Human Resources International in New York City, for contributing to this silliness.
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October 10 2014 at 12:30 AM

srvallillo
Funny thing I used to work with the Marx Brothers and they would come up with the
craziest stunts and none of their mangers would ever know about , what they would
do next.

October 09 2014 at 9:48 PM

slowhanddean
Ok, where is the info on the MB?

1 reply to slowhanddean's comment

October 09 2014 at 10:56 PM

tomcatt702
Here you go:
1. Be Naked. The Marx Brothers were trying to up their careers by landing a movie
contract with MGM mega-producer Irving Thalberg. Thalberg kept them waiting for
hours in his palatial Culver City office until the producer returned to find the four
brothers sitting naked in front of his fireplace roasting potatoes on wire coat
hangers.

Thalberg, who could have breathed fire and roasted them, instead enjoyed the fact
that the Marx Brothers weren't afraid of him. He joined them in eating the potatoes
and shared that he needed to have more fun in his life. And so the Thalberg/Marx
Brothers era began at MGM.
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October 09 2014 at 7:55 PM

rdz69
the secret word of the day is DUCK....................

October 09 2014 at 7:32 PM

fred mosrie
STORY IS NUTS, CATCH IT NUTS,

October 09 2014 at 7:26 PM

demsrmarxists
Look at all the whining ******** posting below.

October 09 2014 at 6:32 PM

john.dean54
This is a really stupid article

October 09 2014 at 6:09 PM

mhdjl
Now, how about a real article for those job hunting. You know, one that tells you how
to get noticed when all of the local businesses tell you to apply on line. No one in the
local branches ever sees the applications. The head offices never pass them on,
even when the local business needs additional employees.

October 09 2014 at 5:41 PM

rwilliamhoward
Did I miss it? Where is the Marx Brothers' description?

October 09 2014 at 5:08 PM

Frank Barr
I work construction maybe next time I need a job ill just put on my tool belt and boots

October 09 2014 at 5:04 PM

Nick Nicholas
What is this the Scumbag's guide to job searching?



11/12/14, 6:29 PM5 Unorthodox Ways to Land a Job

Page 11 of 16http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/10/09/five-unorthodox-job-search-tips/

Load more comments

http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/10/09/five-unorthodox-job-search-tips/#


11/12/14, 6:29 PM5 Unorthodox Ways to Land a Job

Page 12 of 16http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/10/09/five-unorthodox-job-search-tips/

Facebook Twitter Google Linkedin

Ad Feedback Ad Choices

Search Jobs

Keyword(s)

Job Titles, Skills, or Company Name

Location

City, State or ZIP

Search Jobs

Follow AOL Jobs

Jobs Week

In Partnership With

https://www.facebook.com/AOLJobs
https://twitter.com/aoljobs
https://plus.google.com/104795971638067022749/
http://www.linkedin.com/companies/aol-jobs/
http://www.opselect.com/ad_feedback/survey.adp?src=115
http://adinfo.aol.com/about-our-ads/
http://aol.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/MyCB.aspx?SiteID=cbaol95logos&lr=cbaol


11/12/14, 6:29 PM5 Unorthodox Ways to Land a Job

Page 13 of 16http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/10/09/five-unorthodox-job-search-tips/

Search Articles SEARCH

Warehouse Jobs

Manufacturing Jobs

Accounting Jobs

Sales Jobs

Marketing Jobs

Customer Service Jobs

Driver Jobs

Engineering Jobs

Restaurant Jobs

Retail Jobs

Latest Jobs Video

Search Articles

Top Companies Hiring
Week of Nov 9 - Nov 16

Influence Your Boss with These Tips

Tires Plus1

http://jobs.aol.com/listings/warehouse/
http://jobs.aol.com/listings/manufacturing/
http://jobs.aol.com/listings/accounting/
http://jobs.aol.com/listings/sales/
http://jobs.aol.com/listings/marketing/
http://jobs.aol.com/listings/customer-service/
http://jobs.aol.com/listings/driver/
http://jobs.aol.com/listings/engineering/
http://jobs.aol.com/listings/restaurant/
http://jobs.aol.com/listings/retail/
http://jobs.aol.com/videos/business-careers/influence-your-boss-with-these-tips/518511085/
http://jobs.aol.com/videos/business-careers/influence-your-boss-with-these-tips/518511085/
http://jobs.aol.com/listings/tires%20plus/?&ncid=edlinkuscare00000020&siteid=cbaol95top10


11/12/14, 6:29 PM5 Unorthodox Ways to Land a Job

Page 14 of 16http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/10/09/five-unorthodox-job-search-tips/

View All

Don't Miss  Top Part Time Jobs |  Top Managerial Jobs

Most Popular Stories

UPS Driver 'Soccer Kicks'
$12,000 Package

Sportscaster Out For Wishing
Departing Colleagues Well

Hiring a Working Mom - Myth
vs. Reality

Master This One Skill And It
Will Take You Far

Monday's Mystery: Who is
#AlexfromTarget?

Featured Writers
John Fugazzie
Contributor

Rhona Bronson
Contributor

UPS2

Macy's3

http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/10/31/ups-kicks-package/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/10/20/sportscaster-out-for-wishing-departing-colleagues-well/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/09/25/hiring-a-working-mom-myth-vs-reality/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/09/03/master-this-one-skill-and-it-will-take-you-far/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/11/03/alex-from-target/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/bloggers/john-fugazzie/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/top-10-companies-hiring/?siteid=cbaol95top10
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/top-10-companies-hiring-part-time/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/top-10-companies-hiring-managers-this-week/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/10/31/ups-kicks-package/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/10/20/sportscaster-out-for-wishing-departing-colleagues-well/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/09/25/hiring-a-working-mom-myth-vs-reality/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/09/03/master-this-one-skill-and-it-will-take-you-far/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/11/03/alex-from-target/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/bloggers/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/bloggers/john-fugazzie/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/bloggers/rhona-bronson/
http://jobs.aol.com/listings/ups/?location=usa&PostedWithin=30&industry=&distance=&searchType=&map_view_input=false&ncid=edlinkuscare00000021&siteid=cbaol95int
http://jobs.aol.com/listings/macy's/?location=usa&PostedWithin=30&industry=&distance=&searchType=&map_view_input=false&ncid=edlinkuscare00000021&siteid=cbaol95int


11/12/14, 6:29 PM5 Unorthodox Ways to Land a Job

Page 15 of 16http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/10/09/five-unorthodox-job-search-tips/

The Man Who
Dropped 'S' From

His Name &
Received Job

Offers

The Resume
Addition That
Makes You

Instantly Appear
Smarter

10 Ways You
Didn't Know You

Could Make
Money

5 Careers That
Ruin Your Health

Meredith Lepore
Contributor

Elizabeth Ferrao
Contributor

Meet the team

Picks From the Web

http://jobs.aol.com/articles/bloggers/rhona-bronson/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/bloggers/meredith-lepore/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/bloggers/elizabeth-ferrao/
http://www.zergnet.com/i/257480/19560/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/257480/19560/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/179638/19560/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/179638/19560/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/233602/19560/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/233602/19560/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/140871/19560/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/140871/19560/0/0/0
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/bloggers/meredith-lepore/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/bloggers/elizabeth-ferrao/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/bloggers/


11/12/14, 6:29 PM5 Unorthodox Ways to Land a Job

Page 16 of 16http://jobs.aol.com/articles/2014/10/09/five-unorthodox-job-search-tips/

     

Sitemap | Updated Terms of Service | Updated Privacy Policy | Trademarks | About Our Ads | Advertise With Us

AOL Jobs by CareerBuilder.com Job Search | © Copyright 2014 AOL Inc. All Rights Reserved

About Us Site Map Search Jobs RSS Video Feedback

http://jobs.aol.com/
http://jobs.aol.com/site-map/
http://legal.aol.com/TOS/
http://privacy.aol.com/
http://legal.aol.com/trademarks/
http://adinfo.aol.com/about-our-ads/
http://advertising.aol.com/
http://jobs.aol.com/about-us/
http://jobs.aol.com/site-map/
http://jobs.aol.com/listings/
http://jobs.aol.com/articles/rss.xml
http://jobs.aol.com/videos/
http://feedback.aol.com/rs/rs.php?sid=jobs

